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has encouraged [the growth of] liquor shops. [Because of themj
panders and money-lenders flourish and other similar crimes are on
the increase. We have decisively closed the door on the Asiatics but it
should be closed also to this refuse [from Europe]. By doing so we will
make it clear that in the matter of entry into this country, we do not
discriminate against the black and the yellow [races] because of their
colour. Those who want to make this country truly "European" will
agree that our Natives and law-abiding Asiatics are preferable to this
garbage [from Europe], We want peasants who will raise crops, diligent
workers who will man the industries and thereby add to the Colony's
prosperity. There are already too m'any traders and speculators in this
Colony.

REPLY

Mr. Gandhi has addressed a long letter1 to the editor of Pretoria
News in reply to the above, arguing that the Government cannot be held
to have fulfilled its promise. It is true that the new Bill grants some
measure of relief, and the obnoxious Act is reduced to a dead letter.
But the Government has not allowed his [Indian] brethren to derive
any satisfaction from this. Prosecutions have been going on under the
obnoxious Act. It was promised that the Act would be repealed, and
the promise must be carried out. On the issue of immigration also,
he [Mr. Gandhi] said that educated Asiatics should have equal rights
with others.                    *

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-9-1908

293.   SPEECH AT MEETING IN HAMIDIA MOSQJJE
[JOHANNESBURG,
August 30, 1908]
Mr. Gandhi addressed a meeting of Indians at the Mosque, Fordsburg, yesterday
afternoon, when he made special reference to the deportation of the Natal leaders,
The audience expressed whole-hearted approval of the plan of campaign and the
announcement that the deported leaders would cross the borders on their return journey
probably that night was received with great enthusiasm. Mr. Gandhi also announced
that five more Natal Indians would be arrested at nine o'clock this morning, and would
be deported.
The Transvaal Leader, 31-8-1908
*Not available